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assaults. Our IED-defeat programs share information across the force while integrating 
ISR assets to protect Soldiers and act as reconnaissance enablers. Communication 
between ground elements, especially while traveling through other units’ battlespace, is 
helping reduce fratricide. The lack of engineer assets to assist with vertical and 
horizontal construction limits further force protection to our FOBs, JSSs, COPs, etc.;
however, the “COP in a box” preparation has assisted us in constructing patrol bases in 
a timely manner to keep Soldiers protected. Weapons training, training on IED lanes, 
HEAT trainers, and continued focus on risk assessment and safety training have also
contributed to reducing the risk faced by our Soldiers and increasing their combat 
effectiveness.
Where we need to be: We must acquire additional engineer assets to augment our 
force protection capability.  We need engineers to build bridges to allow us to alter our 
routes, to construct our patrol bases, and to clear and sanitize our routes.  We will 
continue to make force protection upgrades. Our Soldiers will continue to rehearse 
reaction drills. We will continue to aggressively disseminate lessons learned and TTP’s 
across the force.  We will continue to emphasize ROE and EOF procedures.  Force 
protection is an area where we are never good enough.
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